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W orld Oil Reserves 

W here is the M iddle East? 
M iddle East:  Clim ate Regions 
M iddle East:  Population Density 
In 1970 120 m – in 2005 330m 
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Israel &  
Jordan--A 
Fight Over 
W ater Rights? 
M ountain Ranges in M id-East 
Elburz Mt s., Iran Zagros Mt s., Iran 
Lebanese Mt s. Taurus Mt s., Turkey 
Cairo, Egypt:  
M ost Populated City in the M iddle East 
17,000,000+ 
People! 
 Environmental problems are enormous and 
increasing 
◦ Climate change 
◦ Air and water pollution 
◦ Soil erosion and desertification 
◦ Water scarcity 
◦ Loss of biodiversity 
 Middle eastern countries  
    are severely affected:   
 Population Growth  
◦ Poverty 
 Both public  
    and private  
    actions are needed 
 
Home to approximately 1084  
Highly endangered/endangered species   
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http://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=E8rFPa0X008 
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Concerns  
•What MEEL wants to do?  
•MEEL serves as an education resource for 
persons around the world interested in the 
environmental laws and regulations in the Middle 
East, 
•As a forum for discussion of environmental law 
and policy challenges facing the region.  
•MEEL seeks to work with leading national and 
regional educational institutions as well as 
national, regional and international environmental 
organizations  
•to support development of environmental law in 
the Middle East. 
 
Middle East Environmental Law 
Nations: 
 
Issues: 
• Biodiversity  
Advisory Board 
 
•Prof. John Echeverria, Vermont Law School 
•Prof. Nicholas Robinson, Pace Law School 
•Prof. Dinah Shelton, GWU Law School 
•Prof. Said Mahmoudi, Stockholm Law School 
•Prof. Ibrahim Aljazy, University of Jordan  
•Prof. Elizabeth Blake, National University of Iran 
•Prof. Ben Boer, Sydney University Law School 
•Dr. Sheila Abed, IUCN CEL Chair 
•Dr. Parvez Hassan, Pakistan Envt’l Law Association 
•Dr. Wolfgang Burhenne 
•Mr. Carl Bruch , Environmental Law Institute (ELI) 
Contact: 
MEEL@vermontlaw.edu  
www.vermontlaw.edu/meel  
Thank You 
